3

Camp Life

There are persons whose optimism invariably gets the better of
their judgment. In a way, they are the prisoners of their hopes.
Neither the hard facts of reality nor the buffets of fate ever seem
to curb their egotism and the tendency to over-evaluate their
own capacities. Kamren was one such person. Ambition blinded
him to the realities which emerged following Humayun's recon-
quest of Kabul. Though forsaken by friends and fortune, he hoped
that by some turn of luck he might still succeed in overthrowing
his brcther,

Kamran approached Pir Muhammad Khan,* the Uzbeg Gover-
nor of Ealkh, for help. The latter responded positively, but dis-
creetly. It was in his interest that the Mughal brothers should
bleed themselves to death through protracted warfare. He Was
unwilling to see either Kamran or Humayun emerge strong from
the conflict. He, therefore, agreed to Kamran's request, but
restricted the support to such proportion as would not enable him
to don the mantle of an undisputed conqueror. The shrewd Mirza
saw through the Uzbeg game, but decided to make the last use of
what was offered to him. Recaptured Badakhshan through luck,
and enterprise. Mirza Suleiman and his son Ibrahim fled to the
mountains. A Mughal force led by Mirza Hindal and Qaracha
Khan was also badly mulcted by Kamran's Uzbeg mercenaries.

Muhammad Khan was son of Jami Khan and uncle of the famous
Obafdullah Khan.